
 
TEE BALL RULES - L.S.S.S.A. 2007 

 
Teams 
 
Nine to twelve players, with teams to be even in number. 
 
Batting 
 
The ball is placed on the batting tee by the catcher. Once the ball has been hit, the batter must run to first base. To be 
safe the batter must touch first base before the ball is fielded and thrown either to first base fielder or the pitcher (LSSSA 
modification). The batter (now runner) can advance past the first base if they wish. 
 
Fielding 
 
The fielders' take the normal fielding positions as shown in the diagram. Normal softball safety equipment is to be worn. 
The. pitcher stands on the pitching plate (or in a hoop) as the ball Is hit. Although the pitcher does not pitch, they are not 
to leave the pitching plate until the ball is hit. 
 
To end play following a fair play, the ball should be returned to the pitcher. 9 The pitcher is to have a least one-foot in 
contact with the pitcher's plate). The ball is then called dead by the umpire. 
 
If the batter Is on strike 2 and strikes and misses the ball, thus making it strike 3, the batter is to run and the catcher can 
throw either to 1st base or to the pitcher. 
 
(PLAYERS Marked with an X) 
 
 
 

 
Ball in Play 
The ball is in play when the batter hits the ball into fair territory. (Any space that falls between the lines that run from home 
plate and first base and home plate and third base.) The ball must pass an imaginary arc that is drawn 3 metres from the 
Tee stand to be a fair ball. 
 
Fouls 
 
A foul occurs when: 
 
1. The batter hits the ball into foul territory 
 
2. The ball is not struck past the imaginary 3m line 
 
3, The batter does not take a normal swing when striking the ball 
 
Strikes 
 
1. A strike occurs when the batter swings and misses the ball 
 
2. A ball is struck and lands In foul territory (unless there are already 2 strikes) 
 
Running Bases 
 
1. A base runner may only advance when a team member hits a fair ball. Stealing a base is not permitted. 
 
2. A base runner must advance if forced to do so by an advancing team member. An unforced base runner may 

elect not to run when a team member hits a fair ball. 
 



3. The batter may run through first base (in a straight line). On all other bases the runner can be tagged out or called 
out (by the pitcher) if not in contact with the base. 

 
4. All base runner must remain in contact with the base until the ball is hit from the Tee. 
 
Fly Ball 
 
(Ball hit into the air). If a fly ball is caught, all base runner must return to their base. If they do not they can be tagged out 
or called out by the pitcher once the ball has been returned to the pitcher. 
 
Players out 
 
A batter is out if: 
 
1. A hit ball is caught on the full 
 
2. A hit ball is fielded and thrown to first base before the batter has reached the base 
 
3. The bat Is thrown 
 
4. The ball is returned to the pitcher and he/she has contact with the pitcher's plate before a runner reaches first 

base. (LSSSA modification: the pitcher is not allowed to field the ball themselves. Another fielder must return the 
ball to the pitcher. If the pitcher fields the ball they must return the ball to another fielder who has moved onto the 
pitchers plate.) 

 
A base runner Is out if: 
 
1. A fielder with the ball touches the base before a forced runner reaches the base 
 
2. A fielder touches 1 tags the base runner or part of their clothing with the hand or glove that is holding the ball 

before the runner has reached a base. If the ball is dropped after the tag has been made the runner is still out. 
 
3. The base runner fails to make contact with the bases when running and. fails to return to make, contact 
 
4. The ball is returned to the pitcher (the pitcher is to have contact with the pitcher's plate) and the runner Is not on a 

base. The pitcher may not collect the ball him/herself. It must be passed/thrown for the runner to be out. 
 
NOTE: If the batter hits a ball and is run out at first base by the first base fielder, other runners are still able to advance. 
The only occasion when more than 1 runner can be out is if the ball is returned to the pitcher. If this happens, all runners 
not in contact with a base are deemed to be out. 
 
 
Overthrow 
 
Only 1 (one) base may be advanced by any overthrow that goes into foul territory. 
 
Dead Ball 
 
When the umpire feels that no runners can advance, he/she calls 'Batter Up' and the ball immediately becomes dead. It is 
then returned to the catcher to place on the Tee for the next batter. 
 
Innings 
 
An innings is completed once everyone in the team has had one bat. No batter, may bat more than once in any one 
innings (unless the 2 coaches have agreed so that teams have an even number of batters) 
 
The last batter in a team's innings attempts to 'bat' home all runners on bases. 
 
 


